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David W. Brand is recognized as a Board Certified Civil Trial attorney by the National Board of 
Trial Advocacy.  Less than 50 attorneys in the State of New York are so certified.  
 
The national board of trial advocacy (NBTA) is a non-profit organization headquartered in Boston, 
Massachusetts.  The NBTA’s mission is to enhance the quality of trial advocacy in the courtrooms 
throughout the United States and provide potential clients with a means of locating experienced, 
exceptionally qualified trial lawyers.   
 
NBTA is accredited by the American Bar Association to certify lawyers in specialty areas of civil, 
criminal and family trial advocacy.  
 
The NBTA’s philosophy is that recognized attorney certification programs, especially those in trial 
advocacy benefit the public.  The standards created by the Board of Directors are extremely rigorous 
and require extensive trial experience, endorsement by trial judges and peer attorneys, and passing 
an eight-hour essay examination administered and graded by trial attorneys and law professors. 
 
NBTA is a voluntary certification.  It is not a requirement to practice law and, therefore, each and 
every lawyer who chose to take additional time, effort and dedication to achieve this noted credential 
is noted among his or her peers in the legal community.  One who selects the legal services of an 
NBTA member will most certainly ensure themselves of obtaining only the highest experienced trial 
lawyer.   
 
Once an attorney has demonstrated and documented the high standards for NBTA certification, he or 
she remains an active member for five years, subject to annual reporting to confirm that the 
requirements and standards of the committee are continually maintained.  All members have a 
continued responsibility to inform the NBTA of any misconduct which may arise during the course 
of certification.   The NBTA certification procedures and requirements are nationally recognized as 
exemplary.  In 1982, the task force on lawyer competence of the Conference of Chief Justices 
reported that the NBTA provides recognition for superior achievement in trial advocacy and uses a 



highly structured examination to select its members.  


